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MINUTES OF A SPECIAL CITY COUNCIL MEETING HELD MARCH 15, 2012 AT 
THE CIVIC CENTER, 83 WEST MAIN, HYRUM, UTAH. 

 
CONVENED: 6:00 p.m. 

 
CONDUCTING:  Mayor W. Dean Howard 
        
ROLL CALL:  Councilmembers Martin L. Felix, Paul C. James, Craig 
L. Rasmussen, and Aaron Woolstenhulme present.   
 
EXCUSED:  Councilmember Stephanie Miller 
 
CALL TO ORDER:  There being four members present and four members 
representing a quorum, Mayor Howard called the meeting to order. 

 
OTHERS PRESENT:  City Administrator D. Brent Jensen, Museum 
Director Jeff McBride, and two citizens.  City Recorder Stephanie 
Fricke recorded the minutes.  
  
WELCOME:  Mayor Howard welcomed everyone in attendance. 
 
 
AGENDA:  A copy of the notice and agenda for this meeting was 
faxed to The Herald Journal, mailed to each member of the 
governing body, and posted at the Civic Center more than forty-
eight hours before meeting time. 
 

AGENDA 
 
8. WORKSHOP: 
 A. Jeff McBride – To discuss museum funding. 
9. ADJOURNMENT 
 
WORKSHOP: 
 
JEFF MCBRIDE – TO DISCUSS MUSEUM FUNDING. 
 
Museum Director Jeff McBride said over the past five years he has 
tried to get support from surrounding communities for the museum, 
but it has been difficult since it is named the Hyrum City 
Museum.  He wants to change the name from the Hyrum City Museum 
to the South Cache Heritage Society.  The South Cache Heritage 
Society will be a private non-profit corporation and will assume 
the operation of the Museum.  He has asked residents from Hyrum, 
Nibley, Wellsville and Paradise to serve on the Board.  The 
museums survival relies on expanding community support and 
involvement.  The board is being developed to reflect 
representation from surrounding communities.  A name change would 
also help broaden the perception of welcoming other communities’ 
involvement.  Hyrum City will continue to own the Museum.  Last 
January Jeff met with Mayor Howard and City Administrator D. 
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Brent Jensen to discuss the future funding of the museum. He was 
told his company, Hollow Ridge Strategies Inc., contract would be 
decreased from $66,507.36 to $25,000 a year.  After that meeting 
he made a counter offer of $36,000, however, he did not know at 
that time the $25,000 was firm and non-negotiable.  
 
Councilmember James asked what the differences were between 
running the museum as a corporation or as a non-profit 
corporation.  He doesn’t see the City holding any major fund 
raising events nor soliciting for private donations.   
 
Jeff McBride said a non-profit corporation has greater appeal to 
people and businesses outside of the community that are looking 
at donating items and/or money.  The Hyrum Museum Board was 
comprised of Hyrum residents, but it has not been active in years 
and is considered defunct. He spoke with the City several times 
about needing new Museum Board Members, but none were ever 
appointed.  The South Cache Heritage Society Board will be 
comprised of citizens from Nibley, Wellsville, Hyrum, and 
Paradise.  Over the past five years he has learned a lot about 
operating a museum.  The majority of his time is spent planning 
and gathering information for displays.  He has tried to change 
or add to the displays every month to encourage visitors to come 
again.    
 
Councilmember James said when the original contract was approved 
between Hyrum City and Jeff’s company, Hollow Ridge Strategies, 
for museum services there were several things that were to be 
done that have not been.  He was suppose to apply for grants to 
help with purchasing artifacts and operation expenses; the museum 
was going to host traveling exhibits; and interview long time 
residents to obtain historical information.   
 
Jeff McBride said he applied for a grant and was able to secure 
funds to purchase a camera, scanner, laptop, and a variety of 
other items.  Most of the grants available do not help with 
operation and staffing costs.  He looked at bringing in a 
traveling exhibit but those cost a minimum of $8,000 and more.   
 
Councilmember Rasmussen said if the Museum Board was not 
functioning Jeff should have discussed this with the City 
Council.  One of the purposes for having a Board is to help with 
fundraising and new ideas for exhibits.  Before he makes a 
decision on changing the museum to a non-profit corporation he 
wants a legal opinion from our City Attorney.   
 
Mayor Howard said before the City Council makes a decision the 
City Attorney should be contacted to discuss the advantages and 
disadvantages of the City changing the Hyrum City Museum to a 
non-profit corporation.  He told Jeff that even if the City 
Council approves the non-profit corporation status, next year’s 
budget will be $25,000 or less.  
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ADJOURNMENT: 
   

ACTION  There being no further business before the City 
Council, the Council Meeting adjourned at 6:30 p.m.  

 
      
      _________________________________ 
      W. Dean Howard 
      Mayor  
ATTEST: 
 
 
______________________________ 
Stephanie Fricke 
City Recorder 
 
 
Approved:  __April 5, 2012____  
              As written  
 


